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Abstract

This study is part of a network-strengthening project among Chanthaburi’s local
fishery networks and Trat’s. The principles of sufficiency economy and folk wisdom
were integrated within this project. There are three objectives in this study. The first
objective was to compare coastal resource depletion’s causes and effects in both
Chanthaburi and Trat provinces. The results revealed that causes of coastal resource
depletion in both provinces were not different. The causes included; 1) climate
variability and ecological imbalance; 2) an increasing number of households; 3)an
increasing amount of shrimp farming; 4) large areas of coastal erosion; 5)an increasing
number of tourists, and; 6) chemical contamination from orchards, resulting in
worse water quality. The second objective was to study ways of increasing local fishery
groups and networks’ strengths among both provinces. The results revealed five
strengthening ways. These five ways were; 1) encouraging participatory activities among
local fishery groups and networks, universities, villagers, government and private
sectors; 2) providing local fishery groups and networks with a larger amount of
subsidies from both central-and-local-leveled governments in order to foster provision
of activities among them; 3) fostering fishery groups to co-operate with fishery
networks instead of taking actions individually; 4) providing local fishery groups and
networks with extra trainings about law and regulations of fishing nets and gears, and,;
5) holding meetings among the local fishery groups and networks with consistent
frequency. The third objective was to study the ways in which local administration
offices and fishery networks put their policies into practice. The results revealed and
suggested as follows. Instead of subsidizing external organizations to complete the
projects of coastal resource conservation, local administration offices situated on
coasts should create policies and projects to reduce the depletion of coastal resource
by themselves. This should be more potential to solve the local fishery groups and

networks’ right problems and meet their exact needs.
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