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Abstract

This study aims to propose law amendments to compeﬁsate damages caused
by wild elephants. The relevant issues and their ramifications are investigated in
the context of a case study from Kaeng Hang Maeo District, Chanthaburi Province.
The research examines the criteria, processes, compensation rates, and the extent of
concepts, theories and laws related to damages caused by the actions of
wild elephants to come up with proper law amendments for this particular problem.

To conduct the study, in-depth interviews with 44 actual victims of wild
elephants are used to collect data which can be divided into 2 categories.
The first category is the data concerning the issues and ramifications experienced by
the victims of wild elephants. The second set of data is related to the victim
satisfaction resulting from current compensation measures. The finding suggests that
the damages are of 3 different natures: 1) the damages to agricultural crops,
2) the injuries to the victims, and 3) the casualties (deaths) incurred. Most of the victims
find the compensation measures according to (the emergency compensation
regulations B.E.2556 unsatisfactory and the laws should be amended to make
the compensation more commensurate with the actual damages.

From the investigation of the current laws and regulations concerning the
damages from wild animals B.E.2552, law amendments for the damages caused by
wild elephants are proposed as follows: ’

In the event of death, the amendment shall cover the expenses incurred in case

the victims do not lose their lives immediately and have to be hospitalized. It shall
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also consider the income loss from being unable to work prior to the loss of life as
well as the loss of domestic labor or industry according to article 5.1.13 per the
regulations of compensating the victims under the emergency situation B.E. 2556.

In the event of injury, the amendment shall cover the income loss due to the
absence from work while being injured. In case of a permanent disability,
the amendment shall include the future loss of income due to the disability and other
non-fiduciary damages according to article 5.1.12 per the regulations of compensating
the victims under the emergency situation B.E.2556.

For the damages to the land used to cultivate crops, the amendment shall use
the criteria according to Regulation of the Energy Regulatory Commission on Criteria,
Procedures and Conditions of Lodging of Appeals and Appeal Deliberation, Objection
and Objection. Deliberation, B.E. 2552 (2009) section 9 to compute for the damages

to the crops.

Keywords: Wild Elephants, Compensation Payments, Damages caused by Wild
Elephants




