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Abstract

The research aimed to study the adaptation approach of people in
Chanthaburi province, both before and after the flooding. The sample group consisted
ofpeople who lived in the flooding area in Muang, Thamai, Klung, Makham, Lamsingha,
Kanghangmeow and Khaokidchakood districts together with authorities who worked the
for flooding protection and rescue section in those areas. The research instruments were
a questionnaire, observation and interview. From the data were analyzed by percentage,
frequency, mean and standard deviation. The result were as follows:

1. Adaptation of people in Chanthaburi province: an adaptive behavior was
found after people affected by flooding more than 2 times. People observed the causes
of the abundant amount of water to their residential areas, observed the flood situation
and pay attention on the flood warning from government sectors. When the flood
warning announced, people managed themselves including their belongings within their
own housing and prompted for moving vehicles and animals to the safe zone, and
prepared daily necessities such as food, drinking water, medicines and lighting
equipment for using during the flooding. Moreover, the government sectors also well
prepared for the distribution of assistance for medical/mitigation units except in Kang
Hang Meow district where the flood warning system and the availability of assistance
were not yet sufficient. It was also found that if the water level was about 1.00 - 1.50
meters high or the state of emergency had been warned, people caned evacuate to the
safe areas due to the evacuation plan had been prepared since being alerted to a high
water level of about 0.50 - 1.00 meters. In the past, the flooding was only 1-3 days
therefore the damage which could be cost less than 10,000 baht per family. From the

above, the mental status of people was still in the normal range. However, there were



some concerns in Khlung and KhaoKitchakut districts. Currently, the flooding was
acceptable for people who lived in the flood risk areas. They also adapted their
appliances more suitable to the flooding conditions. People in flood risk areas in many
districts were involved with the comminuting to find the ways to prevent the flooding.

2. Adaptation of flood prevention and mitigation authorities in Chanthaburi
province: the authorities had planned to prevent and mitigate in case of flooding in
terms of man power, assistive devices, communication channels, budget, training,
preparedness, warning, remedies and protection. The result showed that, the authorities
who worked for the flood protection and rescue section in Chanthaburi province were
adequately equipped to perform their work without any obstacles. Moreover, the
government sectors with in Chanthaburi province had integrated the cooperation of

various agencies in the areas to address the flood problem sustainably.
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