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Abstract

The objectives of this research were 1) to study the quantity of edible insect
shops, 2) to study behaviors of edible insect sellers, and 3) to analyze edible insect
proteins. The research was conducted in the area of Muang district, Chanthaburi
province. Edible insects were studied in eleven sub-districts, including Koh Khwang,
Slang, Kombang, Klong Narai, Chanthanimit, Talad, Thachang, Bangkaja, Plubpla, Wat
Mai and Nong Bua between July-September 2019. The result showed that Thachang
sub-district had the most numbers of edible insect shops with three among 11
shops. Wat Mai, Slang, Talad, Plubpa and Nong Bua sub-districts were founded 2, 2,
1, 1, 1 and 1 shops., respectively. There were no edible insect shops available in Koh
Khwang, Kombang, Klong Narai and Bangkaja sub-districts. The behaviors of edible
insect sellers were observed from 11 shops by using questionnaire and depth
interview. The results showed that most of the sellers were woman (63.64%), age
group between 41-50 years (72.73%). The most job duration were 1-2 years (45.45%).
The shops opened from 4.00 p.m. until 10.00 p.m. and it was the best time for
selling edible insects (72.73% and 81.82%, respectively). The majority of edible
insects were bought from middlemen who sold to retailers (45.45%). In addition, the
customer group was students. (63.64%). Moreover, the best-selling edible insects
were the silk worm, ground cricket and the bamboo borer (75.76%, 63.64% and
60.61%, respectively). The Kjeldahl method was used for determination of protein
and it was found that the silk worm had the highest protein at 19.19+1.00%,
followed by g¢round cricket and the bamboo borer were 18.10+1.41% and

15.20+0.95%, respectively.
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